Gender assignment in male pseudohermaphrodite children.
Experience with male pseudohermaphrodites at The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, from 1976 to 1981 was reviewed to identify factors that had influenced gender assignment. Seventeen children with microphallus, ambiguous genitalia, and 46 XY karoytype were studied. Five had been raised as females and 12 as males. Of those raised as females, 3 were from families with prior experience of androgen insensitivity. The other 2 had gross perineal abnormalities in addition to genital ambiguity. Of those raised as males 6 were not considered for gender reassignment, 4 because they were too old at presentation, and the other 2 because of parental refusal. In this series the parents were not prepared to accept gender reassignment on the basis of a small phallus alone. Androgen stimulation so far has been a reliable indicator of phallic growth potential, but long-term follow-up is necessary to determine its true value.